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I can do all this through him who gives me strength.(Philippians 4:153)

Space Town ¢ English Lessons are fun

This year, our school joined a new program: Space Town Literacy Programme. P.1 students had a great time in English lessons. They played

a variety of games, sang songs and experienced exciting activities in this programme.

This programme provided P.1 students with an opportunity to develop the ability to transfer their conceptual knowledge to new situations. In

this programme, communicative language learning was the main focus; the four skills were taught interactively and real life situations were

experienced in the classroom.

For example, P1 students experienced the processes of making jelly, cakes, paper plate masks and so on.

How students learn by doing’

and experiencing

M Grant is our new NET teacher. He is tall. He has short brown hair and his eyes are brown. He is nice and always talks with us. Many
students want to ask him some interesting questions. We are happy to have an interview with him. Let’s know more about him.
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Making Cakes

Reading and Writing ‘

Shared Reading and small books for Guided and

By using big books for grammar items and

Home Reading, students could learn vocabulary,

sentence patberns in different contexts. .

They also developed a range of reading strategies
decoding and encoding strategies.
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An imitated street
map was set up in the
dancing room.

School-based Support Service

|n the academic year 2015 - 2016, our school participated in the
School-based Support Service organized by the Education Bureau.
Ms Gladys Wong, the School Development Officer of EDB, had
been working closely with P4 teachers. They had collaborative
lesson planning meetings in alternative weeks to develop the

school-based curriculum to cater for student leaming needs.

Through in-depth discussions and constant reflections on students’
learning difficulties in the collahorative lesson planning meetings,
teachers were inspired to design effective and pragmatic
strategies to enhance teaching and learning effectiveness.
Collaborative lesson planning also provided a refreshing and
rejuvenating platform to give teachers the opportunity to share
their impressive teaching and learning experiences, equipping
them with courage and ability to face and manage challenges. In
order to create a positive climate for learning English, P4 teachers
created sequences of lessons that were closely linked together.
Besides, participating teachers also had peer observations for

enhancing the quality of learning and teaching.

Enhancing pupils” writing skills was a major focus of the School-
based Support Service. Participating teachers put great effort to
decide suitable and authentic writing texts for the focus language
items of each unit. In order to equip our pupils become more
independent writers, teachers also introduced creative ideas that

were supported by a variety of learning activities for the main

writing objectives. Pupils were able to adapt their writing to meet
the purposes of the tasks. Besides, individuality and creativity

were also reflected in pupils” writing,

Participating teachers also tried hard to raise the learning
motivations of students through the establishment of self-
learning strategies, such as pronouncing new words with the
use of blending and segmenting skills. Pupils developed more

confidence in decoding new words.

Plenty of learning activities were provided to motivate pupils to
learn English. At Chinese New Year, P4 pupils had the opportunity
to write red couplets for the decoration of the whole school.
Besides, pupils also voted for their favourite Chinese food in the
candy tray. In addition, different Chinese New Year taboos were
introduced to them. At Christmas, pupils decorated the Christmas
trees according to the steps that they had written down. Their
enhanced interest in learning English provided them with greater

opportunities for pleasure and enjoyment.

For teachers’ professional development, a questioning skills
workshop was arranged by Ms Gladys Wong. After the workshop,
teachers became more confident in using the high order thinking
techniques in their lessons. At the end of the school term,
participating teachers shared their experiences in curriculum

development and the materials and resources they developed.

Pupils had
to listen to
classmates’
instructions
and find the
destinations,

Pupils decoded new
words with blending Teacher used a time
and segmenting skills, line to introduce the

concept of tenses.

: I
B
i 4
Pupils voted for their
favourite food in the
candy tray.
—
Teachers had collaborative lesson planning meetings 3

to optimize teaching and learning,
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